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to reproach him for indifference to the sufferings of
Christ's Church. He heard moreover that the King
was about to attack God in the person of his Vicar.
Hesitation now gave place to a firm resolve ; he
repointed his knife upon a stone, turned his face
towards Paris and watched with dogged determina-
tion for an opportunity to kill the tyrant, for he had
learnt in his books, that the prince is a tyrant who
refuses obedience to the Church and leagues him-
self with the unrighteous against God's people.

That he had no accomplices he persisted in assert-
ing under the most horrible torments and at the
moment of his death, when his confessor threatened
him, unless he spoke the truth, with the most certain
pains of hell. And if he had accomplices would he
have been reduced to stealing the knife wherewith
to execute his purpose? He was equally positive
that he had not been encouraged or instigated to
murder the King by anybody or anything, except
the sermons he had heard and the books he had
read. He 'had expected all good Catholics to sym-
pathise with him and to bless him for what he
had done. Perhaps he remembered the images of
Jacques Clement, exalted on the altars and vener-
ated with honours almost divine. He was amazed
and distressed by the howls of execration with
which his appearance was greeted, by the frantic
efforts of the mob to snatch him from his guards
and to tear him limb from limb, by the yells and
curses which answered the request of his confessor,
that the people should pray for him while he suf-